Echogenic venous turbulence is a critical feature of successful intravascular intrauterine transfusion.
Late during the fifth intravascular intrauterine transfusion of a fetus with severe Rh isoimmunization, the loss of visible echogenic turbulence within the umbilical vein during injection preceded the development of unresolving fetal bradycardia. An umbilical cord hematoma was found at the time of emergency cesarean delivery. Although seldom described, echogenic turbulence is an important feature of the successful intravascular intrauterine transfusion, and deserves close surveillance. Disappearance of this visible turbulence suggests loss of proper needle location. Possible sources of needle tip displacement are discussed and preventive measures described.